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mutual confidence between the principal European Powers interested
in the maintenance of that peace, among whom it should create both
a formal basis for understanding and at the same time an atmosphere
of co-operation which would prevent any future resort to force.

More particularly, as far as Czechoslovakia is concerned, Annex
No. 1 to the Munich Agreement, referring to an international guarantee
of the new frontiers of the Czechoslovak State, established between
the four signatories, by means of definite stipulations, an incontestable
solidarity of purpose.

It was, moreover, the wider implication, attributed to the Munich
Agreement, which brought about the easing of Franco-German rela-
tions, marked by the declaration of December 6, with all that this
implied in the political, economic and cultural spheres.

It is, therefore, with the most serious concern that the French
Government is following the development of events in Slovakia. The
attitude to be adopted on this occasion by the Reich Government
cannot but provide a lesson which will throw a light upon many
essential questions for the future relations of Germany with the rest
of Europe.

Taking into account the foregoing considerations you should
inquire most urgently from Herr von Ribbentrop what interpretation,
in the opinion of the Reich authorities themselves, is to be put on
their action in Slovakia. You should make this inquiry purely as a
request for information, the importance of which would justify, if
necessary, a reference on your part to the procedure of mutual
consultation provided for by the Declaration of December 6.

In-as-much as the French Government intends to respond in all
sincerity to the new orientation resulting from the Munich Agreement
and the Franco-German Declaration, Berlin cannot be surprised at
our present anxiety to obtain a clear means of judging the degree of
confidence which the German Government means to establish as a
justification of that policy.

GEORGES  BONNET.
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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 14, 1939.

IMMEDIATELY after the Vienna Award, while the German Press
was celebrating the "final" nature of the Gennan-Ifalian solution, a
far-sighted observer of affairs in Central Europe stated in Berlin: "The
old Czechoslovakia has lasted twenty years, the new Czechoslovak
State will not last five." Events which are now taking place have
proved him right inasmuch as the Czechoslovakia of November 2,
1938, did not even last five months.

This evening, leading newspapers of the National-Socialists are
announcing as an accomplished fact the disruption of the